Spiritual Greening: Songs for the Earth
Music of Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179)

Vajra Voices & Shira Kammen
Wednesday, June 10, 2026, 11AM
Saint Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, Berkeley, CA

In the spirit of devotion we ask that any applause be held until the end.

Instrumental Kyrie

Antiphon to the Holy Spirit: Spiritus Sanctus

Antiphon to the Virgin Mary: Cum Processit

Ispariz for Harp and Vielle

Responsory for the Holy Innocents: Rex Noster, Promptus Est

Antiphon to the Creator: O Quam Mirabilis Est
Responsory to St. Disibod: O Viriditas Digiti Det

Kulzphazur_ based on melodies from Ordo Virtutum
Sequence to the Holy Spirit: O Ignis Spiritus Paracliti
Antiphon to the Redeemer: O Pastor Animarum

Antiphon to Divine Wisdom: O Virtus Sapientiae

T he instrumentals are arranged and composed by Shira Kammen.

Vagra Vowces 1s an affiliate of the San Francisco Early Music Society.



This year marks the tenth anniversary of the release of Vajra Voices and Shira Kammen’s acclaimed CD,
“O Eterne Deus: Music of Hildegard von Bingen,” on the Music & Arts label. Our program highlights
selections from the album and Kammen’s instrumental arrangements inspired by Hildegard von Bingen.

“Viriditas,” or spiritual verdant health, was a concept referenced as early as the 5th century. Abbess
Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179), a medieval mystic, theologian, physician, and musician, composed the
rhapsodic responsory, “O Viriditas Digiti Dei,” to honor St. Disibod, for whom the abbey at
Disibodenberg was named. In her text, the “green fingers of God” created the beauty of the hills and
vineyards where the rivers Glan and Nahe converge. For Hildegard, God is present in all creation.

Our program is designed to bring us together, celebrating our shared humanity—our connection to the
earth, our ancestors, and each other. In St. Hildegard’s Benedictine Abbey and her teachings, the universe
is held together by the Holy Spirit and guided by Divine Wisdom. May we find solace and strength as we
face today’s challenges. And may music bring joy to our journey. We appreciate you joining us today for
the concert and invite you to join us in setting our intentions for healing and caring for all creatures on our
earth.

Vajra Voices, renowned for their “robust, heartfelt and elegant singing” (San Francisco Chronicle),
has delighted Bay Area audiences since 2010. Their repertoire spans from the 12th-century chant of
Hildegard von Bingen to the premiere of composer Theresa Wong’s improvisatory work. In 2025, their
singing graces the soundtrack for Elena Oxman’s film, “OUTERLANDS,” now available on Prime Video
and Apple TV. Other highlights include dance premieres by Garret-Moulton Productions and
collaborations with Kitka Women’s Vocal Ensemble. Their 2016 recording with Shira Kammen, O
Eterne Deus: Music of Hildegard von Bingen, received worldwide acclaim, including the U.K.’s Choir &
Organ calling it “the most convincing Hildegard disc yet from the USA.”

Vajra Voices founder and director, Karen R. Clark made her debuts in New York and California as
Mother Mary in medieval passions reconstructed by Thomas Binkley. Karen has toured and recorded
with renowned ensembiles, including Sequentia, New York Early Music, Boston Camerata, Waverly
Consort, and Joshua Rifkin’s Bach Ensemble. Karen has recorded for the Naxos label (On Cold
Mountain), MicroFest Records (Ruminations), and the Music & Arts label (Dream Drapery). Karen holds
degrees from the Indiana University School of Music where she studied opera and early music. Trained in
the Feldenkrais Method of Somatic Education®, Karen has developed a somatic approach to vocal
studies and offers workshops and private lessons online and in the East Bay. www.karenclark.studio

Multi-instrumentalist Shira Kammen has explored early and traditional music for years. She’s been part
of ensembles like Alcatraz and Ars Nova, and collaborated with Sequentia, Hesperion XX, the Boston
Camerata, Calextone, Vajra Voices, Patrick Ball, Anne Azema, Azam Ali, Joanna Newsom, Jane
Hirshfield, Kitka, Anonymous IV, the King’s Noyse, the Newberry and Folger Consorts, The Compass of
the Rose, and the Oregon, California, and San Francisco Shakespeare Festivals. She founded Class V
Music, an ensemble for river rafting trips. She’s taught music in various settings, including summer
workshops in the woods, coaching students at Yale, Case Western, the University of Oregon, and
specialized seminars in Venice and Switzerland. She’s also played on movie and TV soundtracks for weird
medieval instruments. www.shirakammen.com


http://www.karenclark.studio
http://www.shirakammen.com

Allison Zelles Lloyd, an American soprano and educator, holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music Theory
from UC Santa Barbara (1985-1989) and a Master of Music degree in Early Music Vocal Performance
from Indiana University Bloomington (1990-1994). A devoted performer and educator, she has
performed, toured, and recorded with Bimbetta, Altramar, Paul Hillier’s Theatre of Voices, and Steve
Reich. In the San Francisco Bay Area, she sang with Jeffrey Thomas’s American Bach Soloists for over 25
years. She also sings and plays harp in the medieval ensemble Calextone. Throughout her life, she has
been a credentialed teacher through Music Together, Orff' Schulwerk, and Montessori programs.

Soprano Amy Stuart Hunn currently resides in Portland, OR, where she sings with the

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral Schola as well as other regional professional ensembles. She is also the Artistic
and Executive Director of the Radix Vocal Ensemble, a chamber group of treble voices. The daughter of
a lifelong folk musician (father Gene) and a choral music enthusiast (mother Nancy), Amy is delighted to
be singing a concert that explores both of these childhood influences at once! In her free time, she enjoys
cooking, gardening, hiking, playing the banjo badly, and hanging out with her wonderful husband, two
never-boring children, and her fascinating felines. www.radixvocalensemble.org

Soprano Caroline Jou Armitage is an active performer in early, Baroque, and choral music throughout
the West Coast. She has appeared in concert with ensembles including Vajra Voices, California Bach
Society, Chora Nova, Bay Choral Guild, Harmonia Felice, Berkeley Baroque Strings, and LA Baroque,
and her solo voice is featured in the film The Outerlands. In addition to singing, she is an accomplished
instrumentalist, performing Baroque violin, fiddle, vielle, viola da gamba, harpsichord, and organ. She is
soprano section leader and substitute organist at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere. Recent
engagements include performances in Utah and Japan; and, in several Berkeley Festival IFringe events.

Celeste D. Winant, mezzo soprano has had the great fortune of working with incredible colleagues and
directors over the years in Bay Area groups like American Bach Soloists, Philharmonia Baroque Chorale,
and Volti; singing with Vajra Voices always feels like coming home. She's also recently been delving into
the world of free improvisation (sirreel.bandcamp.com) and contemplative, deep listening events
(@silence.and.song on IG). When not singing, Celeste is a researcher in demography at UC Berkeley,
loves cooking complicated stews in her beloved Dutch oven, and can be found swimming in the frosty Bay
year round.

Phoebe Jevtovic Rosquist is an acclaimed American soprano, specializing in early music and
historically informed performance. Born in Germany and raised in Ohio, she initially pursued jazz singing
during her undergraduate studies in Louisville, Kentucky, before discovering a passion for early music.

She holds a Master’s degree in Early Music Performance from the University of Southern California.
Phoebe has performed as a soloist with leading ensembles such as the Waverly Consort, Voices of Music,
American Bach Soloists, Musica Angelica, Bach Collegium San Diego, and North Holland Opera.
Phoebe is currently back at USC again studying to be a choral conductor. www.phoebej.com
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